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Bushnell: <i>The Journal of Don Francisco Saavedra de Sangronis, 1780-1783<

The University of Florida is to be commended for making the Columbus Quincentenary Series
available for the 500th Anniversary of America’s discovery. Additional titles will be anxiously
awaited and the complete set should make an excellent souvenir of the 1992 celebration.
Robert H. Fuson

The Journal of Don Francisco Saavedra de Sangronis, 1780-1783. Edited by Francisco Morales
Padron. Translated by Aileen Moore Topping. Gainesville, Florida. 1989. University of Florida
Press. Pp. xxxvii, 380. Introduction. Maps. Index. Cloth. $28.00.
During the American Revolution, a thirty-four-year-old Spanish officer enjoying the patronage
of the powerful Galvez family sailed for Havana armed with an extraordinary commission from
Charles III to resolve discord in the Caribbean high command, coordinate activities with the
French and expedite three allied operations: to capture Pensacola, expel the British from
Nicaragua and conquer Jamaica. Original and revised versions of journals and other manuscripts
in which don Francisco Saavedra de Sangronis described his three year mission to the Indies
have survived in his papers, housed in the Archives of the Jesuit Fathers of Granada. In this
volume his first journal is published in its entirety, along with excerpts from his daybook and
selections from volume four of his unfinished autobiography.
It took the special agent seven months to reach his destination. First, storms scattered the
Franco-Spanish convoy; then the British captured his vessel. As a prisoner in Jamaica, he spent
two months making notes about the island’s economy, defenses and political climate in
preparation for a possible invasion. Jamaicans, the Spaniard observed, were anti-American. After
his release, Saavedra crossed to the south coast of Cuba and travelled by road to Havana to
restore harmony between Spain’s land and naval forces and press for the recapture of East
Florida.
During the siege of Pensacola, Saavedra occupied himself by observing the Choctaws,
Tallapoosas and Alabamas of the vicinity, who with their languages “limited to a few words” and
“arbitrary gestures” seemed to present “a clear idea of the infancy of the human race” (pp.
175-176). “[I]f they were more numerous and if they had more ambition,” he mused,
“conquerors as famous as the Tartars and the Celts would emerge from them” (p. 183). His
account of the Battle of Pensacola, told from the standpoint of the reinforcement expedition, will
not further the Bernardo de Galvez “Yo Solo” legend, as the editor points out in his analysis of
the sources and historiography.
The journal of a traveller in the American Mediterranean during the early 1780s might be
expected to trace the spread of disaffection in English and Spanish colonies. “The face of the
Indies has been altered greatly with the rebellion of the Anglo-Americans,” Saavedra
acknowledged. There were disturbing reports of provinces in revolt in Santa Fe (New Granada)
and Peru, and taxes were the cause in these cases as in the North American one. If Spain would
only devise “equitable trade and tax regulations,” she could yet save her colonies (pp. 258-260).
His experience with creoles in Cuba, Mexico, Santo Domingo and elsewhere persuaded him of
their loyalty. About France he was ambivalent, especially after a visit to the “French Cape” on

Published by Scholar Commons, 1990

1

Tampa Bay History, Vol. 12 [1990], Iss. 1, Art. 8

Hispaniola. In his opinion, French officers took their mess too seriously; even the men got
freshly baked bread. Moreover, it was difficult to keep the peace in port between French and
Spanish sailors, despite their being allies.
The publishing of Saavedra’s journal is itself an example of the problems of joint command.
Francisco Morales Padron of Seville selected, transcribed and arranged the materials; Spain’s
Ministry of Culture underwrote their publication. The late Aileen Moore Topping of Miami
translated and annotated them. Her translation was reviewed by Francis C. Hayes and her
translation and notes were reviewed by James A. Lewis and Allan J. Kuethe at late stages of the
book’s production – too late to supply chapter headings or to assemble a translator’s introduction
out of the extensive material. Lewis and Kuethe did not, unfortunately, review the editor’s
introduction and notes nor apparently did anyone else. The author’s elegant prose is encased in a
scholarly apparatus marred by masses of irrelevant data, repetition, missing attributions and
inconsistencies. The illegible reproduction of several rare maps from the University of Florida
Map Library is a gratuitous irritant. What the project badly needed behind the scenes was
someone of standards and style, armed with the power to pull it all together – someone
extraordinary, like Saavedra.
Amy Turner Bushnell

Key Marco’s Buried Treasure; Archaeology and Adventure in the Nineteenth Century. By
Marion Spjut Gilliland. Gainesville, Florida. 1989. University of Florida Press. Illustrations.
Cloth. $25.00.
The image of a dashing adventurer going to exciting extremes to recover valuable, ancient
artifacts is far from the reality of the daily drudgery of archaeological field and lab work. Though
there may still be some romance in digging up unknown relics in remote places, there was
certainly much more excitement at an earlier time in American archaeology. This captivating
book brings that period to life in the story of the 1895-1896 excavations into the Key Marco shell
mounds. The Key Marco investigation detailed in this volume was sponsored by the Bureau of
American Ethnology and the University of Pennsylvania Museum. The ancient wonders
recovered were remarkably well preserved items of carved wood, fiber, shell and bone, painted
masks, figures and images never before seen in the material culture of the aboriginal Southeast.
The prehistoric record of Key Marco (Marco Island) in southwest Florida shows that native
Americans lived well amid the rich coastal/estuarine environments. Their discarded mollusc
shells were built up over millennia into mounds, canal walls and constructions for habitation on
high ground in the mangrove wetlands. The Calusa, as these aboriginals were called historically,
bad powerful tributary chiefdoms supported only by the collection of wild resources, not by
agriculture. They were the least hospitable natives to the Spanish and the last to be conquered.
The next permanent settlement on Marco was in the mid-nineteenth century by William T.
Collier, a millwright, who had traveled widely. His son William D., a boatbuilder and trader, was
host to the 1895-1896 expedition, and he was thrilled to have the thick, black mud from diggings
to fertilize his orange groves.
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